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Personal Statement

	Thank you for considering me as the recipient of the 2024 D250th Scholarship. As a student-athlete at Fort Hays State University, majoring in Sociology with a focus on Counseling/Social Work and minoring in Leadership, I understand the importance of creating and maintaining a “balanced” life. I believe it has been a culmination of all my experiences that led me down my path of balance- and understanding the importance of not only taking the risk to walk through the doors that have been opened for me, but to also understand the impact I may have by giving back to the people/community that contributed to my story. 
	Being well-rounded means something different to everyone. To me, it is important that I create an environment that surrounds me with opportunity- the opportunity to give and the opportunity to receive. My academic path has allowed me to engage in various intellectual challenges, pursue a career that allows me to use my strengths, and to become a dedicated member of society that is able to give back to my community. My philanthropic path has pushed me to reach out to help others, to dedicate my own time and emotion to those around me, and to provide me with an opportunity to commit to giving back to my community that has provided so much for me. Finally, my athletic path has taught me leadership, teamwork, brotherhood, and sacrifice- skills that will only allow me to become a better person, husband, father, and mentor in the years ahead. The opportunities that have been given to me via these three pathways have provided me with experiences and perspectives that have molded me into the man that I am today. My hope is that I can share my experiences with others and be a part of their growth and decision making.
As I near the end of my third year in Hays, KS, my plan is to complete my undergrad work and commitment to the FHSU Football Team by December of 2025, and then decide how my skills and experiences will best meet the needs of my community. Either as an Occupational Therapist at a VA Hospital or a high school counselor and coach, my hope is that I can share with the people with whom I work my philosophy on the importance of balance and assist them as they maneuver through their own chosen paths. Being awarded the D250th: 50th Anniversary Scholarship will assist me on my quest to make this happen. Thank you for your consideration.



